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Life science business sector

In 2001



The difference between the maps?

In 2007

Life science business sector

A new company
every 3 months



“El País Vasco ha sido de nuevo la primera Comunidad Autónoma en 
iniciar una estrategia de desarrollo empresarial en biociencias, el Plan 

bioBASK 2010 ”.
Fuente: Biotecnología en la Medicina del Futuro. Informe Cotec 2006.

40 new
companies

3000 jobs

OBJECTIVES

Diversified industry

“..sin embargo, se han desarrollado herramientas de fomento de la
investigación que son clones unas de otras. Se han dedicado a 

reproducir todas ellas el mismo esquema con sus defectos. Quizás la 
única que no responda a esta descripción sea la bioBASK 2010”

Fuente: Estudio CSIC, Política Sanitaria.  J. San Sebastián (2006)

A pioneering and innovative bid



Strategic axes

BioBasque
Agency

Research
BICs, Parks

Companies Admon

Knowledge
Generation

Creation of Cooperative Research Centres
International Alliances Programme

Personnel Incorporation programme
Training/formation programme

Business
development

Creation of Bioincubators
Implementation of biotechnology applications

Fostering venture capital 
Promotion of R&D in private companies

Cluster 
dynamisation

Creation of BioBasque Coordinating Agency
Marketing and Communication

Networking and supraregional alliances
Competitive Intelligence and prospective

Bioethics



Study and 
design

2001 2002

Implementation

2005

First phase
Set the basis

2010

Second phase
Consolidation of 
Basque bioRegion

Chronology

BioBasque
Agency

14 companies in 
BIO BOSTON 2007



Life science business sector

A new company
every 3 months

40%

33%

17%

10%

Private

University, 
Research centres.

Medical

Technological
centres



Entrepreneurship
Technology Transfer
Finance
Specialised servicies
Space/location

Innovation system: support organisations



>1.500 researchers, organised
in “Knowledge Communities”

Research community: Science and technology
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BIOTECHNOLOGY 
(new sector)

PHARMA and related

MEDICAL TECHNOLOGIES 
AND MEDICAL DEVICES

ENVIRONMENTAL, 
AGROFOOD, COSMETICS, 
CHEMISTRY, TEXTILE, etc.

Genomics, Proteomics, Metabolomics

Bioinformatics

Cellular Biology, Tissue

Electrochemistry

Chemical synthesis, organic chemistry, polymers

Microtechnologies, micromachining

Biophysics

Nanobiotechnology

Material sciences, surfaces

Robotics and automationManufacturing

Application programmes

From science to market: from capacities to industrial sectors

The philosophy (I)



Result-oriented:
Business acitivity, 

social and
economic wealth

+

VALUE CHAIN: 
Integration of elements
Product development

Personalised
medicine Regenerative

medicine
Diagnostics Detection

systems

Biosensors

BASIS

Technologies/Platforms Knowledge, expertise

1 2 3 4

5

COMPLETE CYCLE
product and service development

Co-operation,   
co-ordination, 

and
convergence

The philosophy (II) 

Lab on a chip 

Etc. 



New products and services will derive from excellence in 
strategic fields and their convergence

NanoNano BioBio

InfoInfo CognoCogno

Biomaterials

Biotechnologies

Nanotechnologies

Microtechnologies

The philosophy (III)
Convergencce



“My interest is in the future, 
because I’m going to spend 

the rest of my life there”.

Woody Allen


